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In troubled and uncertain times it is natural to seek hope and comfort in familiar things. To carry on

with the routines of daily life, not ask too many questions, not look too closely or shine too bright a

light on things better left alone, unsaid. But the artist’s job is to look sideways at these things,  and

reveal the self-deceptions and illusions of the everyday truths and experiences we might take for

granted, choose not to notice.

In this way the painter’s eye can reveal a parallel world where all is not as it seems; where everything

is symbolic of our irrational and narcissistic behaviour. Breakfast and lunch, dinner parties with

friends all come with side-orders of anxiety and suspicion. At home, we’re alone with our distractions

like noisy neighbours that never go out. At work, technologies watch over us, we’re in love with our

robots and devices. On vacation at a nice hotel, every room has a lovely view of our

compartmentalized and fractured minds. These rooms are locked of course, and they contain all

our hopes, obsessions and demons – like guests that never check out.

For me painting itself is an irrational compulsion – few really know why they do it, and each work is

partly an exploration of this need, and partly a reflection of the artist’s gaze. But the canvas is a

magic mirror, that can twist tragedy into comedy, confinement into freedom, tears of despair into

the laughter of liberation. 
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On the Road with Karl and Charles  [2017]
Oil on canvas, 125χ2135 cm
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Bacon and Eggs [2017]
Oil on canvas, 125χ130 cm
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Oil on canvas, 140χ125 cm
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The Uninvited Guest [2017]
Oil on canvas, 125χ148 cm
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Oil on canvas, 125χ148 cm
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Oil on canvas, 125χ148 cm
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Freud’s Hotel [2017]
Oil on canvas, 160χ180 cm
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Tragic Roundabout [2017]
Oil on canvas, 148χ148 cm

Hypertension [2017]
Oil on canvas, 148χ148 cm
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Oil on canvas, 160χ180 cm
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Social Climbers [2016]
Oil on canvas, 148χ148 cm
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Oil on canvas, 125χ125 cm
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the 1993 winner of the “Liquitex International Painting Prize”, awarded by the American Art Council, New York.  
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